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What is Church?

1. Circle the elements which you would you say are essential to form a church.
2. Underline the elements which are desirable and helpful.
3. Delete the elements which are unhelpful.
4. Leave unmarked the elements which are neutral or depend on context.
5. Feel free to add other essential elements.

Pews                              



Sunday worship
Committees




A photocopier
Small groups




Guitars
Coffee





The risen Christ
The Scriptures




Sacraments
Food






Bishops
A choir





Connection and oversight
Robes





The Holy Spirit
Mission to God’s world 



Worship

Prayer stations




Lay ministers
Ordained ministers



Prayer books
Hymn books




People
A building





A pulpit
Printed bibles




An organ
A data projector




Prayer meetings
A font/baptistery




Communion vessels


play the game
You will need to make sure everyone has a copy of the list in the box and a pen. Ask the group to break into pairs and go through the different attributes. If you have plenty of time, invite people to:

1. Circle the elements which you would you say are essential to form a church.
2. Underline the elements which are desirable and helpful.
3. Delete the elements which are unhelpful.
4. Leave unmarked the elements which are neutral or depend on context.
5. Feel free to add other essential elements.

When you have been through the lists, compare your answers.  
If you are short of time then just concentrate on the first task: see if you can reach a short list you can agree on in terms of the essential elements in forming a church.  


In Mark 3.14 we read of Jesus call of the 12 disciples. This is a passage that speaks hints of new Israel:  it is deliberately about the forming of a new community. Mark has distilled down the essential elements of what it means to be the community of disciples – the beginnings of the church. What are the essential elements? 

'And he appointed twelve, whom he also named apostles, to be with him and to be sent out…'

the essence
The essence of being church according to Mark is people being called by Jesus to live in the rhythm of being with Christ and being sent.  If you read on in the verse you discover what we are sent to do:  to proclaim the good news and to overcome evil in the world.  

This is the kind of community we are called to become and to build. 

Steven Croft, Archbishops’ Missioner and Team Leader of Fresh Expressions
